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and effect a junction of the two columns, but before this could
be done the Mullah, passing in between them, had returned to
his old refuge in the Nogal. Here it was possible, by reason of
the arrival of fresh reinforcements from India, to strike at him
in great force.
Six thousand men now took the field under command of
General Egerton, who, after a pause of four months for pre-
parations, set them in motion against the Mullah's following in
the western end of the Nogal valley, the southern exits from
which were blocked by pushing forward detachments well in
front of the main body advancing from Berbera. The Mullah
was brought to action at Jidballi and totally defeated with heavy
loss ; the greater part of his levies thereupon dispersed, but he
himself fled away to the north-east with a few adherents, and
though a flying column of 1500 men was despatched on his
trail, they could do no more than drive him into Italian territory
east of Rat. To prevent him doubling back to the south, Illig,
at the mouth of the Nogal, was attacked and stormed from the
sea, but the elusive chief once more escaped from the net into
which he had been driven owing to the failure of the local
chiefs to co-operate with the British, and ^survived to be a
source of yet further trouble in the future. For the present,
however, his power had been destroyed, and as the continuance
of the campaign offered little prospect of further results being
achieved, the bulk of Egerton?s force was withdrawn to Berbera
and there dispersed overseas, leaving the interior of Somaliland
for the time being at peace.
III. operations in west africa, 1873-1906
i. Wolseley's Campaign against^ the Ashantis, 1873-1874.—
The cause of the second Ashanti war was an aggression by
this warlike tribe against their neighbours the Fantis, dwelling
between Elmina and the lower Prah, who had lately come
under British protection. During their incursion early in 1873
the invaders came into contact with our garrison at Elmina, and
though repulsed, remained in observation before that post, and
the situation seemed to be sufficiently serious to warrant the
despatch of a force from home to secure the safety of our West
African coastal possessions. Wolseley was therefore instructed
to undertake an offensive campaign against Ashantiland, and
this ;vplan was persisted in despite the fact that before his
preparations were even approaching completion, starvation
and fever had compelled the tribesmen to fall back behind the
Rah.
At last, by January 1874, a^ was ready for an advance of

